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Fernhurst Junior School endeavours to ensure that every child has an equal 
opportunity to participate in all aspects of school life, irrespective of race, 
gender or special need/additional need.

All Staff aim:

• To provide appropriate access to the National Curriculum as well as to 
plan for and provide a curriculum which is differentiated, personalised 
and accessible to all pupils.

• To provide all pupils with high quality teaching and equal access to 
resources 

• To establish regular good home school communication.
• To involve pupils in the planning and target setting of his/her programme 

of work.
• To monitor and review individual needs regularly, and to maintain clear 

records of any action taken.



The SEND Code of Practice
This came into force in September 2014 and identifies 

four areas of special educational needs.

• Communication and Interaction

• Cognition and learning

• Social, mental and emotional health

• Sensory and/or physical



Waves of Intervention

Wave 1 

Teachers are responsible and 

accountable for the progress and 

development of the pupils in their class. 

High quality teaching, differentiated for 

individual pupils, is the first step in 

responding to pupils’ needs.

At Fernhurst we provide interventions in response to the level of need.



Wave 2

Quality first teaching, plus provision of 

targeted support for individuals and/or 

small groups of pupils, who are achieving 

below age expected levels, working with 

a teacher or Learning Support Assistant 

E.g. delivering 1:1 targeted reading 

programmes, targeted handwriting 

groups, spelling, maths, conferencing, 

core subject booster groups.

Waves of Intervention



Wave 3 

Quality first teaching plus specific, targeted 

support, focussing upon individualised 

programmes such as Fischer Family Trust 

reading and writing programme & Precision 

teaching. 

Waves of Intervention

Within this wave of intervention advice may be sought from ‘outside 

agencies’ – E.g. Speech & Language therapist, Occupational therapist, 

Physiotherapist, MABS (Multi Agency Behaviour Support Service) and their 

advice may be implemented as an individualised programme, 

monitored with an IEP (Individual Education Programme)where 

appropriate.



Frequently Asked Questions
How does Fernhurst School know if my child needs extra help? 

What should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?

How will the school support my child?

What is the SEN register?

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

How will parents know how their  child is doing, and how to support their  learning?

What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being?

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by Fernhurst Junior School?

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?

How accessible is the school environment?

How will Fernhurst prepare and support my child when joining our school or transferring to a new 
school?

How are resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs?

How is the decision made about the support my child will receive?

Who can I contact for further information?

How will Fernhurst’s SEND Information Report be reviewed?



At Fernhurst many members of staff monitor pupil progress. The class 

teacher, subject leaders, the SENCO, (Special Educational Needs 

Coordinator), Head teacher, members of the Senior Leadership Team and 

the School Governors, are all involved in monitoring pupil progress.

When pupils enter our school, either at the 

start of Year 3 or at any other time during 

the school year, the SENCO will note any 

SEN Needs previously identified and seek 

to liaise with prior schools.
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How does Fernhurst School know if my child needs 

extra help? 



The class teacher will consult with the SENCO about any pupils causing 

concern and after discussion the pupil may be included in an 

intervention programme. 

The Head teacher conducts termly pupil progress meetings with class 

teachers  and pupils experiencing difficulty are identified and 

interventions may be put in place.

Where a pupil’s progress continues to cause concern, despite the 

provision of intervention support, the SENCO will create a SEN Support 

Plan in consultation with the child and parents/carers. This is reviewed 

termly, with all involved, with a view to seeking an EHCP (Education and 

Health Care Plan).

How does Fernhurst School know if my child needs 

extra help? 



What should I do if I think my child may have special 
educational needs?

If you have concerns then 
contact your child’s teacher.

If you need further 
information contact our 
SENCO or Head teacher.



How will the school support my child?

The class teacher will oversee and plan work for each child. Class teachers 
continually assess each child and track progress, noting areas where further 
support may be needed.

Our SENCO monitors pupil progress, as defined by teacher assessment and 
individual progress within interventions.

Our SLT (Senior Leadership Team) undertake regular pupil book & planning 
scrutiny,  and lesson observations. The SLT and subject leaders also conduct pupil 
interviews to gain insight into pupil views.

Additional Qualified teaching staff and Learning Support Assistants may work 
individually with a child or as part of a group.

A member of the Governing body takes particular interest in special educational 
needs, (Mr C Pledge) although the Governing Body as a whole is responsible for 
making provision for pupils with special educational needs.



What is the SEN Register?
If a pupil continues to have difficulties making progress or accessing the curriculum, the 
SENCO will use the Portsmouth Profile of Need to determine whether the child meets the 
criteria to be placed on the SEN Register. The SEN Register is updated termly and children 
may be included if they have difficulties in the following areas:

• Physical Health/Medical

• Hearing

• Vision

• Speech & Language

• Emotional Development

• Cognitive Ability

• Social Development

• Dispositions & Attitude

• Specific Learning Difficulties

An SEN Support Plan will be developed for children, on the SEN Register when deemed 
necessary.



How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

Class Teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups 

of children in their class and will ensure that your child’s needs are met.

This may mean that a lesson is differentiated in a number of ways.

Differentiation enables all pupils to access lessons and learn, at their level 

and make progress.

Specific resources and strategies will be used 

to support your child individually and in groups.

Planning and teaching will be adapted on 

an individual basis, if needed, to meet your 

child’s learning needs.



How will parents know how their child is doing, and 
how to support their  learning?

At our school we aim to work closely with parents. Considerable value is placed 
on the contribution parents can make to the life of the school and in particular, 
to their own child’s progress. 

The class teacher will meet with parents at least twice a year, as part of our 
Parents Evening Programme. 

There are many opportunities, 
throughout the year to attend, class 
assemblies, open mornings, celebration 
assemblies and other events. 

School communicates details of these 
events by newsletter and on the school 
website – www.fernhurst.portsmouth.sch.uk

Cont/d…

http://www.fernhurst.portsmouth.sch.uk/


Parents are welcome, at any time, to make an appointment to meet with 

the class teacher or SENCO, to discuss any concerns and to gain advice 

to help support their child’s learning at home.

You will receive a full, detailed report annually and two further progress 

reports at the end of the autumn and summer terms. These reports will 

contain information concerning your child’s progress and provide ideas 

for how to support their learning.

Fernhurst also invite parents to sessions where aspects of the curriculum 

are explained, aiming to help parents support their child’s learning.

How will parents know how their  child is doing, and 
how to support their  learning?



What support will there be for my child’s overall 
well-being?

Our school regards the well being of our children as paramount. All staff 
recognise the importance of children having high self esteem in order to 
achieve positive well being. 

The ethos at Fernhurst is to safeguard a child’s well being. We develop 
both academic and social skills within a caring, understanding 
environment. We include (SEAL) Social, Emotional Aspects of Learning 
within our curriculum.

The class teacher is responsible for the pastoral, medical and social care 
for every child in their class and they are supported by the Inclusion Team, 
SENCO and Head teacher. 
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If concerns over a child’s well being is raised, 

after speaking with parents, the school may 

consult with outside agencies such as the 

school nursing service, social services and/or 

MABS (Multi Agency Behaviour Service).

Fernhurst has a trained Inclusion Assistant who 

works with individual or small groups of pupils 

to promote well being.

What support will there be for my child’s overall 
well-being?



What specialist services and expertise are available at or 
accessed by Fernhurst Junior School?

Our SENCO is fully qualified and accredited.

We have regular staff training sessions to update and develop our skills. Individual 

members of staff attend extended training programmes when available.

We work closely with external agencies when referred by health practitioners. We 

follow procedures, which, after parental consultation, may lead to requesting 

outside agency assessment and/or advice.

Pupils at our school may be involved with one or more 

of the following agencies:

• Educational Psychology Service (EPS)

• Speech and Language Therapy Services (SALT)

• Sensory Impairment Service
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• Occupational Therapy Services (OT)

• Emotional and Behaviour Support (MABS)

• English as an additional Language (EMAS)

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)

• Portsmouth SEN Support Partnership (PSENSP)

We also aim to maintain effective working links with:

• Community Health Service

• Social Services

• Attendance Monitoring Service

• The SENCO maintains links with other SENCOs through regular        

attendance at meetings.

What specialist services and expertise are available at or 
accessed by Fernhurst Junior School?



How will my child be included in activities outside the 
classroom including school trips?

At Fernhurst activities and school trips are available to all. If teachers or 

parents have concerns about an activity or trip every effort will be made 

to ensure all pupils can be safely included. 

Risk assessments are carried out and procedures are put in place to 

enable all children to participate.

If it is considered unsafe for a pupil to take part in an 

activity alternative activities, covering the same 

curriculum areas, will be provided in school.



How accessible is the school environment?

Fernhurst school is within a Victorian, two storey building.  Ramps are in 

place to ensure wheelchair access and adaptations have been made 

for pupils with visual impairment.

We gain advice from outside agencies, when pupils may need support 

to move around the school or when additional equipment may be 

required.

In consultation with the appropriate agencies, we conduct risk 

assessments, where necessary, for pupils with Special Educational 

Needs, to ensure potential problems are evaluated and discussed with 

parents.



How will Fernhurst prepare and support my child when 

joining our school or transferring to a new school?

Fernhurst allocate staff to participate in transition meetings both when pupils enter 

and leave the school. These meetings enable us to prepare to meet the needs of 

new entrants and those transferring to secondary school.

On transition from Y2 to Fernhurst all new 

entrants visit the school with their fellow pupils 

and teachers. Parents are encouraged to 

come to meetings to get to know staff and 

see the school during the working day. We 

hold an annual visit where Y2 pupils work 

alongside existing Y3 pupils to foster 

relationships prior to entry.
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During the summer term all pupils engage in spending time within their 

new classroom, meeting their teacher and, where appropriate, Learning 

Support Assistant. 

When transferring to secondary school these ‘move up days’ may 

constitute a number of days.

Additional visits are organised for pupils with SEND to help develop 

confidence and reduce anxiety.
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How will Fernhurst prepare and support my child when 

joining our school or transferring to a new school?



The SENCO attends the EHCP review( Education Health Care Plan 

review) of all Y2 pupils, with care plans, to help a smooth transition. 

Likewise the SENCO of the chosen secondary school will be invited to 

attend the Y6 EHCP review. ( Education Health Care Plan review) 

The SENCO will also liaise with colleagues, within infants and secondary 

school to aid the transition of pupils who are involved with outside 

agencies.

All paper work, relating to individual children with SEND, is passed 

from/to schools involved in the transition process.

How will Fernhurst prepare and support my child when 

joining our school or transferring to a new school?



How are resources allocated and matched to children’s 
special educational needs?

The needs of pupils with SEND are meet to the best of the school’s ability 

using allocated funds.

Learning support assistants work within classrooms under the direction of 

the class teacher and it is the aim at Fernhurst to promote increasing 

independence. 

The Inclusion team carefully assess the 

needs of all pupils. The Headteacher

works with outside agencies and class 

teachers to plan the effective use of 

resources so that every pupil can make 

appropriate progress.   



How is the decision made about the support my child will 
receive?

Every child’s needs are carefully assessed and decisions are then made 

based on the ability of a child to access the curriculum and make 

progress. 

The class teacher will work closely with you and the SENCO to discuss 

relevant interventions, adult support and advice from specialist services to 

make best use of available resources. 

We regularly assess the impact of any additional support and resources 

and report children’s progress to parents.



Who can I contact for further information?

The first point of contact will always be your child’s class teacher. The 

SENCO is also available if further assistance is necessary.

What should I do if I feel that Fernhurst’s Local Offer is not being delivered 

or is not meeting my child’s needs?

You can ask for an appointment to meet either the SENCO or the Head 

teacher to discuss how the school could meet your child’s needs.

Fernhurst Junior School has a Governor who takes a lead on SEN currently 

that is Mr Cliff Pledge, who can be contacted via the school.

The school complaints policy is available from the school office and the 

school website. www.fernhurst.Portsmouth.sch.uk

http://www.fernhurst.portsmouth.sch.uk/


How will Fernhurst’s Local Offer be reviewed?

Fernhurst will review its Local Offer annually to ensure it reflects the needs 

of all children, as they join us and as they develop.

Fernhurst will invite parents, of pupils with SEN, to contribute to the review 

and help us match our local offer to pupil’s needs.

If you are prepared to be involved in the review process we would be 

very grateful if you speak to your child's teacher and offer your help.


