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SEPTEMBER 2016 NEWSLETTER  

 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome back everybody, and a warm welcome to our new parents and children.  I hope 

you had a lovely summer break.  

 

Morning Routines 

Children should be dropped off in the playground between 8.30 and 8.45am.  We ask that 

parents do not enter the building other than via reception.  The security of your child is 

important and we need to know which adults are on the premises.  We know some new 

children are still a bit nervous and we will settle them in sympathetically but, we have found 

children soon become at ease with this routine and staff will support them if they are anxious. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

We always aim to resolve any concerns you might have and myself, Miss Goodall (Deputy 

Headteacher), and members of the Inclusion team aim to be on the playground every 

morning should you want an informal chat.  Teachers can be seen at either end of the 

school day if you would like to make an appointment with the school office.   There will also 

be a parents’ evening at the end of the month and an open morning in October 

 

URGENT - Contact Forms 

We do not have contact forms for every child and we should!  Please, if you have not 

returned yours can you do so as a matter of urgency.  Pupils will miss out on local trips, food 

tasting etc if we do not have the permission slips, but more importantly, we must be able to 

contact you in the event of illness or injury. 

 

Information from School to Parents 

All information to parents, such as newsletter, year group or class letters will go onto the 

school website and at the time of publication you will receive a notification on our new 

school App.  You can download this on your phone by entering Fernhurst Junior School into 

your App store, or by using the QR code which is printed on a flyer available from the school 

office. 

 

From time to time you may receive text messages from school.  These might be to chase 

absence, send reminders of school closure days or to advise you if an event is cancelled.    

Our system will only allow one number per child and will send it to the number one contact, 

as recorded on the system.  Again, it is vital that we always have your up to date information. 



Water Bottles 

We encourage children to drink regularly throughout the day.  We do not supply a water 

bottle at junior school so please provide your child with a bottle, for water only and with a 

sports cap.   

 

Reading Expectations 

At Fernhurst we expect all our pupils to read every evening.  Younger, more inexperienced 

readers will still need the support of an adult, and more competent readers can read to 

themselves and talk to an adult about what they have read and we request that parents 

sign their reading records daily please.  There are quite large boxes for signing and it will not 

need filling up.  We are quite happy for you to make several days’ entries in the one box, 

and you need only comment if you have something you wish to communicate to us.   

 

Children can read any book - those on the scheme will be given a book and free readers 

may choose to read a library book or something they have at home.  It is proven that 

children who read at home on a daily basis, achieve well in all subjects.  Please support your 

child and encourage them by reading with them and signing their reading diary. 

 

Absence 

At Fernhurst, we place a high value on good attendance as we know there is a direct link 

between good attendance and achievement.  Can I remind you please that absence is 

not authorised for family holidays.  The Government have issued instructions to 

Headteachers making it very clear that absence should only be granted in exceptional 

circumstances and family holidays are not in this category. Year 6 children must be in school 

for the end of Key Stage tests.  For 2016/17 examination dates are: 

 

Key Stage Two Tests for Year 6   Mon 8th to Fri 12th May 2017 

  

Dinner Money 

The cost of a school meal is £2.05 per day.  This should be sent in on a Monday morning for 

the week ahead in a sealed, named envelope to the office or to the class teacher.  If they 

wish, children can alternate between hot dinners and their own packed lunches.    There is 

a choice each day of a meat or vegetarian meal, jacket potatoes or wraps and menus are 

available from the office.  Any overpayment due to absence will be carried over. 

 

‘Heidelbugs’ After School Club 

A reminder that our After School Club offers a wide range of indoor and outdoor activities, 

supervised by qualified staff.  Sessions run from 3.10pm to 5.45pm including Inset Days.  Fees 

are £8.00 per session including a light tea.  If you would like to enrol your child for one or 

more days, application packs are available from the school office. 

 

Class Assemblies 

You are very welcome to come into school and see your child’s class assembly.  Look out 

for dates on the school website and in newsletters. 

 

Early Collection from School 

If you should need to collect your child from school early for medical appointments, a note 

should be sent into school in advance so that we can ensure they come to the office at the 

right time.    



 

Telephoning the school at the end of the day is not acceptable as this takes the office staff 

away from the office at a busy time, and causes disruption to lessons.  Children should know 

their arrangements for the end of day and we request that phone calls to give children 

messages are only used in times of emergency.   Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

After School Clubs 

Various after school clubs for different year groups take place through the year and we will 

let you know as these occur.  The following privately run clubs resume next week and you 

can either turn up at the start time, or call to discuss your child joining: 

 

Tuesdays  PFC After School Football 02392 778557 

Wednesdays SAMA Karate   07747 393139 

Fridays  PSJ Judo    02392 830043 

 

Fernhurst University 

Following positive feedback from pupils we will be running Fernhurst University once again.  

Every child will have the opportunity to sign up for a 6 week course run by school staff during 

the school day.  Lots of courses were on offer last year from knitting, sketching, ultimate 

frisbee to making puppets and learning card tricks!  Similar sessions this term will give children 

the chance to try something new, working with pupils across the school in smaller groups. 

 

Parents’ Evening:  Tuesday 27th September 

This is an opportunity for you to meet your child’s new teacher, from 3.30-7.00pm.  

Appointment slips will be sent out nearer the time and we will look forward to seeing you. 

 

Whole School Open Morning:  Friday 7th October 

You are warmly invited to come into school on the morning of Friday 7th October, between 

9.40am and 10.40am, or 11am – 12 noon.  We hope you will find it interesting to be able to 

observe the school in action on a normal school day and see displays of work etc.   

 

School Closures (Inset Days) 

Please note Fernhurst will be closed on the following days in 2016/17 for staff training.  Those 

marked with an * are Inset Days shared with Devonshire.  The term dates for the year are on 

the reverse of this newsletter, and always on the website. 

 

 Friday 25th November*   Monday 30th January 

 Friday 23rd June   Friday 7th July* 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Roberta Kirby 

HEADTEACHER 

 


