Fernhurst Junior School Accessibility Plan
Aim
Fernhurst Junior School is committed to providing an accessible environment which values and includes all pupils, staff, parents and visitors regardless of their education, physical, sensory, social, spiritual, emotional and cultural needs. The school will also remove or minimise any potential barriers to learning allowing all children to achieve and participate fully in school life. Fernhurst Junior School will challenge negative attitudes about disability and accessibility and developing a culture of awareness, tolerance and inclusion.
Definitions 

The Equality Act 2010 defines an individual as disabled if he or she has a physical or mental impairment that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ adverse effect on his or her ability to undertake normal day to day activities. 

Legal Background  

This document meets the requirements of schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 and the Department for Education (DfE) guidance for schools on the Equality Act 2010.

It is a requirement under the Equality Act 2010 that schools have an Accessibility Plan. The Equality Act 2010 replaced all existing equality legislation, including the Disability Discrimination Act.

This means that “schools cannot unlawfully discriminate against pupils on the grounds of sex, race, disability, religion or belief and sexual orientation”.
According to the Equality Act 2010 a person has a disability if:
(a) He or she has a physical or mental impairment, and
(b) The impairment has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.
The Full Governing Body is responsible for ensuring the implementation and resourcing of the Plan and for reviewing the Plan.
Fernhurst School aims to treat all stakeholders, including pupils, prospective pupils, staff, governors and other members of the school community favourably and, wherever possible, takes reasonable steps to avoid placing anyone at a substantial disadvantage. The school aims to work closely with pupils, their families and any relevant outside agencies in order to remove or minimise any potential barriers to learning, which puts them at a disadvantage, but allows them to learn, achieve and participate fully in school life. The school is active in promoting positive attitudes to disabled people in the school and in planning to increase access to education for all disabled pupils.  

The Accessibility Plan should be read in conjunction with the following school policies:

· SEND policy and information report

· Teaching and Learning policy

· Behaviour policy
· Positive Mental Health Policy

· Single Equalities Policy
· Administering medicine policy

Accessibility Plan 2025-2028
	1. Improving access to and participation within the curriculum 

	To increase the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school curriculum. Our aim at Fernhurst is to reduce and eliminate barriers to access to the curriculum and to ensure full participation in the school community for pupils, and prospective pupils, with a disability.

	Target/Issue 
	Lead 
	Strategy/Action 
	Timescale 
	Success Criteria 

	SEND and Medical register and information on children with additional needs to be updated. 
	SENDCo 

School Office Support 
	Ensure SEND register reflects current pupils being supported. 

Ensure Medical register and Care plans are up-to-date.  

Meet with parents of children whose care plans/documentation needs updating at the start of the academic year 
	Reviewed at the start of each academic year

Amended throughout the year as required
	SEN and Medical needs will be up-to-date. 

Teachers and TAs will be aware of the needs of children in their class. 

	Effective communication and engagement of parents 
	SLT 
	Curriculum and Pastoral newsletters 

Letters to parents informing them of additional support being offered. 

Parents are able to request a meetings with class teachers and SENDCO throughout the year. 

Pupil Passports reviewed termly and targets updated 

EHCPs reviewed annually 
Positive Behaviour Plans to be coproduced with parents
 
	On going 
	Increased engagement of parents

Parents are involved in their child’s education  

	Effective communications with infant and secondary schools to provide a quality transition. 
	SLT/ SENDCo 
	To identify pupils who may need additional to or different provision for the September.

SENDCo to attend SEND network meetings and build relations with other local SENDCOs. 
	On going 
	Transition for children from other schools is smooth with adequate and appropriate resources and provision planned for. 

	Training for staff on increasing access to the curriculum for all learners and removing potential barriers 
	SLT  
	Internal and external training from outside agencies

Staff Meetings

SENCO supporting staff 1:1  

Use of Ordinarily Available Provision document
	Needs led – ongoing 
	Staff confidence in supporting all pupils 

	To ensure that the medical needs of all pupils are met fully within the capability of the school 
	SENDCo
	To conduct parent interviews 

To liaise with external agencies 

Make relevant referrals to external agencies 

To identify training needs 
	On going
	All advice acted upon. All pupils’ needs are met and they are able to access the curriculum. 

	Appropriate use of specialised equipment to benefit individual pupils and staff 
	SENDco 
	Ipads available to support children with difficulties e.g. clicker 
Sloping boards for children with physical disabilities 

Coloured overlays or coloured paper for children with visual difficulties or reading difficulties 

Use of wobble cushions, weighted blankets 

Pencil grips, fidget toys, chew toys etc 

Monitor and observe use of equipment Eg PECS, visual timetable, writing with symbols , wobble cushions etc 

Development of sensory area and activities

Visual timetables in all classrooms 
	On going 

Audited termly  
	SEND children have reasonable and appropriate equipment and resources which supports their learning and remove barriers to learning 

	Appropriate use of intervention and their success and impact on progress 
	SENDco 

Class teachers 
	Track interventions on Arbor

Strategically staff interventions to allow for optimum outcomes for pupils with SEN. 

Improve sensory interventions. 
	On going  
	Progress and attainment of all children is outstanding 

	To meet the needs of individuals during statutory end of KS2 tests.  


	SLT
	Children will be assessed, in accordance with regular classroom practice, and additional 

time, use of amanuensis etc will be applied for as needed
	On going 
	Extra time applied for all eligible pupils 


	2. Improving access to the physical environment

	To improve the physical environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled pupils can take advantage of education and associated services.

	Target/Issue 
	Lead 
	Strategy/Action 
	Timescale 
	Success Criteria 

	Evaluate day and residential trips in light of current cohorts
	SLT 

 
	Ensure all children are included in risk assessments for trips and appropriate support is put in place so children are able to access the trip to its full extent. This will include parents supporting their children to attend the trips when deemed appropriate. Pre visits required for residential stays 
	On going 
	All reasonable adjustments will be made so  SEND pupils are able to access all trips 

	Ensure all children feel safe and involved at playtimes 
	SLT  
	Play leaders and lunch staff to encourage children to join in games 

Games club and library open for those who require a quieter space. 

Lunch are outside Inclusion for those who require it.  
	On going 
	Children feel safe and happy in school 

	To ensure that, where possible, the school buildings and grounds are accessible for all children and adults and continue to improve access to the school’s physical environment for all.  


	SLT
	Staff, Parent and pupil consultations to gain and understand views of those with additional needs.
	Ongoing 
	The school will be more accessible where possible

	To make effective use of the indoor space we have  
	SLT  
	To develop intervention space and sensory areas. 

Apply for capital grant to support this.  
	On-going 
	Children will know where they can go to regulate themselves. Children will be calmer and able to have calming breaks at appropriate intervals. 


	3.Improve the access and delivery of written information 



	To improve the delivery of information for disabled pupils and parents 



	Review documentation on website to check accessibility for parents 
	SLT 
	Ensure documents are accessible to everyone using commonly known vocabulary. 

Office to be aware of parents who may need support in accessing materials and assisting with this. 
	On going 
	All parents will be able to be aware of what is happening at school via the website 

	Ensure written materials are available in alternative formats 


	SLT
	Ensure office staff are able to use EMAS services or google translate to translate any written letters and newsletters and ensure parents know this is available. 

Ensure parents with visual impairments can access policies through either a braille service or enlargement of papers 

Invite parents in who may need support completing forms. 
	Ongoing 
	Parents are able to access all information 
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